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A group of men gather to pray at the Covelli Centre in downtown Youngstown during the second annual Men'’s Rally in the

3,200 bond to display
commitment to faith

Author Don Bartlette spoke at the Christian
rally Saturday at the Covelli Centre.

By SEAN BARRON
news@vindy.com

YOUNGSTOWN
FYOU COMPARE DR.
Don Bartlette’s early years
to his life now, the extreme
contrast might fill you
with deep inspiration and
admiration.

On the menu of his childhood
were racism, poverty, physical
and speech disabilities, an
alcoholic and abusive father,
relentless bullying and neglect.
The main features of Bartlette’s
adulthood, however, are forgive-
ness, redemption, a college edu-
cation and a close relationship
with his family and God.

“Today, I no longer think of
suicide; today, I no longer hate
the people who hurt me,”
Bartlette said during his pre-
sentation at Saturday’s Rally in
the Valley 2011 gathering at the
Covelli Centre.

Bartlette, of North Canton,
was one of seven speakers who
addressed an estimated 3,200
men of all denominations at the

seven-hour program, themed
“Let’s Meet at the Cross.”

The main purpose of the
second annual Promise Keepers-
style event, which focused on
forgiveness and humbleness,
was to challenge the men to
embrace the humility, sacrifices
and victory symbolized by the
cross of Jesus Christ, noted Dan
Pecchia, event spokesman. At-
tendees also were encouraged to
take their beliefs beyond church
walls, Pecchia said.

Bartlette offered a profile of his
experiences as a Chippewa Indian
growing up in a one-room dwell-
ing in North Dakota, where his
alcoholic father left and later be-
came abusive because the younger
Bartlette had severe speech and
physical limitations.

Asachild, Bartlette said he was
told he would never speak, walk
orlearn. Healso faced continual
rejection by people, schools and
several churches in nearby com-
munities, he recalled.

See RALLY, A5






